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530 Top Level Universities in the Region (QS 2026)
• 14 Top Universities in Computer Science (QS –  THE)

• 6 in Shanghai Ranking  <100 (Brazil, Chile and Mexico)

• Strong collaboration with Europe: Spain, Portugal, France and 

Germany.

• 1,869 officially recognized higher -education institutions by EU.

• 33 SNCTI Systems + 300 High Impact Research Centers 

• + 250000 High Level Researchers

• + 2000 Active Researchers (In HPC/HTC/AI/QC Subjects) 

• + 30 in Advanced Computing (or related) Public and Private

• HPC/Advanced Computing Community joins SCALAC.

 https://scalac.redclara.net 

Sources: CELAC and Ibero-American University
Council (CUIB) and OCDE Documents (2025/09)

• 33 Independent Countries

• 19 Overseas Territories
3 Autonomous Non Sovereign 

Countries (NL)
3 Special Municipalities (NL)

3 DOM (FR)

2 Collectivities (FR)
6 Overseas Lands (UK)

1 Unicorporated Territory (Puerto Rico)

• 2 Autonomus Region

https://scalac.redclara.net/
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AI Development in Latin America and the 
Caribbean (LAC)

AI investments in LAC have increased by 37% 

in the last years (2023/2025…). (Source ILIA, 

SCALAC HPC Observatory, and HALO (HPC-AI Leadership 

Organization))

All LAC governments have developed

programs and policies around AI (and digital 

transformation)

• Infrastructure Developments (i.e. Mexican 

Supercomputing System Upgrade)

• Data sovereignty and governance (i.e. CELAC 

Agreement)

• Cooperation (i.e. Digital Agenda EU-CELAC 

(Signed in 2025))

LAC Countries understand that without HPC, 

modern AI cannot scale.

• HPC Capabilties and Technology

• Skills and Knowledge
Source: SCALAC HPC Observatory and Scopus (Including Brazil) – Sep 2025
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Sources: SCALAC HPC Observatory, Springer, and Scopus (Sept 2025)

Year
IA (Pubs. / 

Patents)

HPC (Pubs. 

/ Patents)

QC (Pubs. 

/ Patents)

2020 2,500 / 120 1,100 / 40 80 / 5

2021 3,200 / 165 1,270 / 45 125 / 7

2022 4,100 / 230 1,480 / 50 190 / 10

2023 5,250 / 315 1,720 / 55 300 / 15

2024 6,700 / 435 2,000 / 65 460 / 20

2025 8,600 / 600 2,300 / 70 720 / 30
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Sources: SCALAC HPC Observatory, CEPAL, CELAC and BID (Sept 2025)

Country Core Program(s) AI Budget (Avg. M USD)
HPC Budget (Avg. M 
USD)

QC Budget (Avg. M 
USD)

Primary Focus / 
Notes

Brazil PBIA (Plan 2024-28) ~$800.0* ~$150.0 ~$25.0

Largest regional investor; 

PBIA total is ~$4B over 5 

years.

Mexico National AI Agenda ~$120.0 ~$40.0 ~$5.0
Focus on industrial AI and 

academic HPC clusters.

Chile National AI Policy 2.0 ~$45.0 ~$15.0 ~$3.5

Regional pioneer in ethical 

AI; host to major data 

centers.

Colombia ColombIA Inteligente ~$65.0 ~$12.0 ~$4.5
Includes specific $4.5M fund 

for Quantum/AI research.

Argentina IA for Development ~$25.0 ~$18.0 ~$2.0

Strong HPC tradition (e.g., 

TUPAC/CLEMENTINA 

supercomputers).

Uruguay Digital Uruguay 2025 ~$15.0 ~$5.0 < $1.0

High per-capita AI 

readiness; focus on 

government services.

Peru National AI Strategy ~$10.0 ~$4.5 < $1.0

Early-stage adoption 

focused on digital 

transformation.

Costa Rica Strategy 4.0 ~$8.0 ~$3.0 < $0.5
Regional leader in AI talent 

and ethics policy.
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HPC/AI Data Centers
(The Big Ones : From Top500.org) 
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HPC/AI Data Centers
(The Other ones. Source SCALAC HPC observatory 

https://scalac.redclara.net/en/hpc/hpc-observatory ) 

https://scalac.redclara.net/en/hpc/hpc-observatory
https://scalac.redclara.net/en/hpc/hpc-observatory
https://scalac.redclara.net/en/hpc/hpc-observatory


International roadmapping effort | HPC and AI

A possible Latin American and Caribbean Roadmap
Sequence the infrastructure  roadmap in layers: organize first, interconnect second, scale third, specialize fourth.

Roadmap

Phase 1
2026-2027

Build national coalitions

• formal governance
• inventory of nodes

• minimum cybersecurity 
and access policies

• political case for HPC + 
AI

Phase 2
2027-2028

Build connectivity

• high-speed research 
links

• trusted regional 
identity/access

• remote training and 
user support

• shared data services

Phase 3
2028-2029

Scale infrastructure

• tiered procurement
• common software 

environments
• energy and cooling 

upgrades
• AI-ready storage and 

accelerators

Phase 4
2029-2030+

Specialize and federate

• mission platforms
• cross-border projects

• regional calls for 
compute time

• stronger industry and 
science links

Key design principle: do not wait for a single “perfect” flagship machine; create a credible regional platform 

that can absorb future large-scale investment.

8

Courtesy Isidoro Gitler (SCALAC-CINVESTAV IPN)

Supported by:
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Final Notes:

Growing Maturity Enables Strategic, Symmetric Cooperation

EU, USA, Japan, and LAC now demonstrate peer-level

organizational, scientific, and infrastructural maturity in HPC, 

enabling balanced collaboration that supports long-term goals. 

(However, the main directive is to align with the European Union)

Software Stack Contribution and Deployment

The ecosystem's development has elevated major HPC centers, 

research groups, and innovation clusters to international 

prominence, fostering coordinated roadmaps, improved

interoperability, and collective efforts to develop and deploy open-

source initiatives. (Slices.eu SW stack deployment)

Technological Diversity Supports Sustainable Joint Projects

For Global Challenges.

Global HPC/AI/QC/CC landscape fosters multi-partner projects

that address global issues like climate, health, energy, and digital 

sovereignty… to develop with LAC.



scalac.redclara.net carlos.barrios@scalac.redclara.net
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